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compelled to ceremoniously cut their throats and make
way for their successors.
Two years later Mahmtld returned to chastise the
Raja of Bhatiya, who refused to pay his portion of the
tribute imposed upon Anand Pal. The Raja, a brave and
determined chief, opposed the Muhammadans success-
fully for three clays, but on the fourth, the leaders on
both sides devoted themselves to death or victory, and
Mahmud prostrated himself with his face towards Mecca,
rose, and shouting " Advance ; God is with us," drove
the Hindus before him, and the Raja, deserting his for-
tress. fe5! upon his own sword in a jungie on the banks of
the Indus.
The booty gained in the first and second V.TIS, it may-
be assumed, an additional incentive to a warlike prince
to undertake a third expedition, a- lie did a year later,
to reduce to submission the chief of Multan, Abul Fatteh
Lodi, who was aided by Anand Pal ; but on the defeat
of the latter, the Lodi submitted and purchased peace,
which was the more readily granted for the reason that
the king of Kashgar had invaded Herat, the capital
of Khorassan, and Balkh was denuded of its garrison*
Mahmud behaved in this emergency with the skill and
-courage of a great general. He left the care of his
Indian conquests to a renegade Raja, whose sole hope
lay in the protection of the Muhammadans against his
own countrymen, marched rapidly to GhaznL and met
Elik Khan near Balkh in a great battle, 1006 A.D., in
which the historian relates that the shouts of warriors,
the neighing of horses, and the clashing of arms reached
the broad arch of heaven, while dust obscured the face
of day. Up till that day a Hindu army had ahvajs
been preceded by a line of elephants, behind which
the troops marched ; but Mahmud, knowing that these
frightened leviathans wrought confusion to their own